
Proposal to Amend Bylaws 
FY13 Senate Meeting 1 

Action taken:    Adopted Lost Postponed to: Referred to:  

Proposal # Title Article Section Proposed by 

S1302 Date for Determining Representation VI 4 Allison Goodman, Stephanie Loete, Carol Bachman, Michele 
O'Shaughnessy, Heather Bernardin, Andrea Karalus, Jessica Rannow, 
Jennifer Morikawa, Heather Doty, Alice Orrell 

 

Current Language: 
Section 4.  Region Councils 
none 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Changes: 
Section 4.  Region Councils 
insert new Section B, and renumber accordingly 
 
B. The number of voting members and active 
collegiate sections as of December 31 shall be used 
to determine the number of representatives that 
each of the above entities may elect to serve for the 
following fiscal year.  A professional section 
chartered or reinstated after that date shall be 
entitled to one representative.  

If Adopted: 
Section 4.  Region Councils 
A.  (unchanged) 
B. The number of voting members and active 
collegiate sections as of December 31 shall be used to 
determine the number of representatives that each of 
the above entities may elect to serve for the following 
fiscal year.  A professional section chartered or 
reinstated after that date shall be entitled to one 
representative.  
re-letter remainder of section 

 
Comments and Recommendations:  
This amendment establishes a common date for determining the number of representatives that both the professionals and collegiates are entitled to elect for the following fiscal 
year and incorporates the date into the bylaws.  
 

Pro:  
At present two different dates are generally used to determine representation on region councils, December 31 for collegiate representatives and March 31 for professional 
section and MAL representatives.  In addition professional sections that are subsequently chartered or have charters reinstated receive representation based on the number of 
voting members when chartered, with no adjustment to the representation of the entities from which those sections have formed.  Professional sections that subsequently have 
their charters revoked or are declared inactive by the board of directors are no longer entitled to have section representatives, but no other adjustments are made.   
 

The December 31 date currently used for collegiate representation was established so that the number would be known prior to soliciting for nominations and to have an election 
schedule that would foster a smooth transition.  Voting member counts as of December 31 are generally released by January 15 from headquarters.  As with the collegiates, the 
nominating process for professional sections and the MAL organization generally begins in January or February.  For nominating committees to be most effective in their 
deliberations, they should also know the number of representatives that will need to be elected when they begin their work.  Setting a common date for determining both collegiate 
and professional representation alleviates confusion, and one report can be issued in January with the representation counts for the following year.  This will eliminate the 
quandary that some professional entities have each year as to whether or not they need to fill X or Y number of representative positions as they await receipt of  the official figures 
in mid April.  In FY12 the March 31 counts were not released from headquarters until April 16, which was after the date the slates were to have been released to members. 
 

Con:  
Between December 31 and March 31 a few professional entities cross the threshold (generally up but occasionally down) for the number of representatives they will be able to 
elect for the following fiscal year.   Some professional entities may lose (or gain) representation in the future with this change.  Concerns have been expressed that March 31 is 
too late for the local nominating committees and December 31 is too early because some members join or renew in January.   

 


