
Proposal to Amend Bylaws 
FY13 Senate Meeting 1 

Action taken:    Adopted Lost Postponed to: Referred to:  

Proposal # Title Article Section Proposed by 

S-1304 Petition Candidates IV 6.F.3 Region H Senator Diane LaFortune, Nora Lin, 
Esther A. Heller, Peggy Layne, Sandra Postel, 
Karen Ramsey-Idem,  Wendy Landwehr 

 

Current Language: 
F.  Additional candidates may be nominated by petition, 

provided that: 
 1. The member is eligible for the position. 
 2. The member has given written consent to be placed 

on the ballot. 
 3. At least 200 voting members have signed a petition 

or endorsed an e-mail to place the candidate’s 
name on the ballot, with at least forty 
signatures/endorsements from each of four 
separate regions. 

 4. The petition, together with the written consent, is 
submitted to the Society headquarters by March 1. 

 
 

Proposed Changes: 
F.  Additional candidates may be nominated by petition, 

provided that: 
 1. The member is eligible for the position. 
 2. The member has given written consent to be placed 

on the ballot. 
 3. At least 200 voting members have signed a petition 

or endorsed an e-mail to place the candidate’s 
name on the ballot, with at least forty 
signatures/endorsements from each of four 
separate regions. no more than sixty being from 
any one region or the international members. 

 4. The petition, together with the written consent, is 
submitted to the Society headquarters by March 1. 

 

If Adopted: 
F.  Additional candidates may be nominated by petition, 

provided that: 
 1. The member is eligible for the position. 
 2. The member has given written consent to be placed 

on the ballot. 
 3. At least 200 voting members have signed a petition 

or endorsed an e-mail to place the candidate’s 
name on the ballot, with no more than sixty being 
from any one region or the international members. 

 4. The petition, together with the written consent, is 
submitted to the Society headquarters by March 1. 

 
 

 
 

Comments and Recommendations:  
Allowing members the recourse to run for office via the petition process is part of the necessary checks and balances in a democratically run organization.  It should not be done 
lightly but neither should it be overly cumbersome to do so.  We believe that the requirement of at least 40 signatures from each of four (4) regions is potentially too difficult  and 
has been subject to misinterpretation as to where the other 40 come from.  (The same four regions or any other.) Thanks to technology a person could actually obtain a larger 
number of signatures in smaller blocks from more regions.   The intent of the bylaws would seem to be to insure that the person has enough support (the 200) with a wide enough 
base (the 4 regions) to be a serious candidate.  
 
Changing the requirement to be “no more than 60 signatures per region or from international members” shows the necessary wide-based support but allows more variation in 
how that is acquired.  
 
Also, this option clarifies that international members can also sign/endorse petitions. 
 
Pro:  
Requiring 200 signatures is quite reasonable as that is approx 2.2% of the current voting members of the Society. The current minimum of 40 from each of four regions can be 
difficult.  It is also subject to multiple interpretations (ie what if 20 votes come from a fifth region, does that count towards the 200 and do international members have the right to 
sign/endorse.) 
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If there were 40 signatures from each of three regions, under the current requirements, at most 80 signers (or 40%) would come from one Region (most likely the home region.)  
Under this proposal, the intent to have a wide-spread support is still maintained, since the maximum of 60 ensures at least four of regions and international.   This proposal allows 
for more flexibility in that the 200 signatures can be gathered in smaller blocks from more Regions and the international members. 
 
Finally, this does clarify that International voting members have the right to sign such petitions. 
 
Con:  
Under the current system, a candidate could have 80 signatures from one region.  The thinking is that region would be the candidate’s home region.  This system reduced that to 
60, making the candidate having to go more outside of her/his own region. 
 

 
 
 


